, a = 9.677(4) Å, b = 11.005(5) Å, c = 24.858(7) Å, b = 92.12°, V = 2645.5 Å 3 , Z = 4, R gt(F) = 0.064, wRref(F 2 ) = 0.199, T = 293 K.
Experimental details
The H atoms of the CH 2, CH3 and aromatic groups were calculated. Those of the CH, NH and water molecule were located from difference Fourier maps. The H atoms were refined with a common isotropic temperature factor (U iso = 0.127(2) Å 2 ). The CF3 and one of the methoxy (C16-O17) groups are disordered. Two positions of these groups were localized and refined. At the end of the refinement, their site occupation factors converge to 0.66 for position A of the trifluoromethyl group and to 0.78 for the major position of the C16-O17 methoxy. Constraints were applied to the bond lengths for these two disordered groups.
Discussion
Recently, we demonstrated that imidazolopyrazinone derivatives, structurally related to coelenterazine (luciferin) [2] , are endowed with excellent antioxidative properties, and protect cells [3] and animals [4] against damages induced by reactive oxygen species (ROS). For a potential development as drugs, we searched for different synthetic routes towards such molecules. One convergent approach was based on a biomimetic route [5] involving a pseudo-dehydrotripeptide as precursor [1] and its cyclization via a double intramolecular dehydration. The titled compound is a fully protected precursor of cyclization (masked aldehyde and amine functions). The crystal structure showed the Z configuration of the C=C double bond, the torsion angle ÐN18-C2-C3-C4 being 4°. On the other hand, the view of the molecule showed the parallel orientation of the two chains geminally fixed on this double bond, thus favouring intramolecular interaction. Two intramolecular H-bonds involving N11, N18 and O24 help for this conformation. The intramolecular interaction is indeed favoured as after treatment of the titled compound with trimethylsilyliodide (deprotection of acetal), and then with K 2 CO 3 in aqueous acetonitrile (deprotection of trifluoroacetamide), the corresponding imidazolopyrazinone was smoothly formed [1] . There are a total of six hydrogen bonds, the first two being intramolecular, the last three involving the co-crystallized water molecule. (7) 0.0027 (7) 0.0021 (7) 0.0038(6) C (2) 4e 0.0754(2) 0.1390 (1) 0.28228(6) 0.076 (1) 0.0416 (7) 0.0402 (7) -0.0021(6) 0.0012 (7) 0.0011 (5) 
